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Yallabnbhai who has largely created the consti-
tutional   machine   and   presides   over   it   with
such     autocratic     efficiency,    he   is   no   tame
constitutionalist himself.   Moderatism, no doubt,
has come with age.   Also a desire to call a halt
and consolidate the territory won.   But he dearly
loves a battle, and his most distinguishing quality
is   his   nerves.   Years   ago   when   he   was   still
practising, he was on his legs in Court arguing a
case.   In the midst of the argument a telegram
was handed to him.   It announced the death of"
his  wife.   Vallabhbhai  read the  telegram,  and
quietly continued with his interrupted argument,
as if nothing had been the matter.   No one had.
an inkling of the news or what was going on in-
side him. The news only went out when the Court
adjourned   for   the   day.   The   same   fortitude
belongs to him to-day, and makes liltn so feared-
Hts qualities of leadership are indeed great.
But they are of the consolidator, never of the
pioneer blazing the trail. That was left to Gandhi.
It has not been given to him to see the distant
scene; one step has always been enough for